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§725.451 Request for hearing.

After the completion of proceedings
before the deputy commissioner, or as
is otherwise indicated in this part, any
party may in writing request a hearing
on any contested issue of fact or law. A
deputy commissioner may on his or her
own initiative refer a case for hearing.
If a hearing is requested, or if a deputy
commissioner determines that a hear-
ing is necessary to the resolution of
any issue, the claim shall be referred to
the Chief Administrative Law Judge
for a hearing under §725.421.

§725.452 Type of hearing; parties.

(@) A hearing held under this part
shall be conducted by an administra-
tive law judge designated by the Chief
Administrative Law Judge. Except as
otherwise provided by this part, all
hearings shall be conducted in accord-
ance with the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 554
et seq.

(b) All parties to a claim shall be per-
mitted to participate fully at a hearing
held in connection with such claim.

(c) A full evidentiary hearing need
not be conducted if a party moves for
summary judgment and the adminis-
trative law judge determines that there
is no genuine issue as to any material
fact and that the moving party is enti-
tled to the relief requested as a matter
of law. All parties shall be entitled to
respond to the motion for summary
judgment prior to decision thereon.

§725.453 Notice of hearing.

All parties shall be given at least 30
days written notice of the date and
place of a hearing and the issues to be
resolved at the hearing. Such notice
shall be sent to each party or rep-
resentative by certified mail.

§725.453A Time and place of hearing.

(@) The Chief Administrative Law
Judge shall assign a definite time and
place for a formal hearing, and shall,
where possible, schedule the hearing to
be held at a place within 75 miles of the
claimant’s residence unless an alter-
nate location is requested by the
claimant.

(b) If the claimant’s residence is not
in any State, the Chief Administrative
Law Judge may, in his or her discre-

§725.455

tion, schedule the hearing in the coun-
try of the claimant’s residence.

() The Chief Administrative Law
Judge or the administrative law judge
assigned the case may in his or her dis-
cretion direct that a hearing with re-
spect to a claim shall begin at one lo-
cation and then later be reconvened at
another date and place.

§725.454 Change of time and place for
hearing; transfer of cases.

(@) The Chief Administrative Law
Judge or administrative law judge as-
signed the case may change the time
and place for a hearing, either on his or
her own motion or for good cause
shown by a party. The administrative
law judge may adjourn or postpone the
hearing, or reopen the hearing for the
receipt of additional evidence, for good
cause shown, at any time prior to the
mailing to the parties of the decision
in the case. Unless otherwise agreed, at
least 10 days notice shall be given to
the parties of any change in the time
or place of hearing.

(b) The Chief Administrative Law
Judge may for good cause shown trans-
fer a case from one administrative law
judge to another.

§725.455 Hearing procedures; gen-
erally.

(a) General. The purpose of any hear-
ing conducted under this subpart shall
be to resolve contested issues of fact or
law. Except as provided in
§725.421(b)(8), any findings or deter-
minations made with respect to a
claim by a deputy commissioner shall
not be considered by the administra-
tive law judge.

(b) Evidence. The administrative law
judge shall at the hearing inquire fully
into all matters at issue, and shall not
be bound by common law or statutory
rules of evidence, or by technical or
formal rules of procedure, except as
provided by 5 U.S.C. 554 and this sub-
part. The administrative law judge
shall receive into evidence the testi-
mony of the witnesses and parties, the
evidence submitted to the Office of Ad-
ministrative Law Judges by the deputy
commissioner under §725.421, and such
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